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critic system of government on British lines. In anticipation of
her new national status Indian representatives signed the Peace
Treaties, and India became an original member of the League of
Nations. There was perhaps not enough recognition of the
difficulties in applying a democratic parliamentary system to a
country where the divisions into parties are based, not on
divergent party programmes, as in Britain and die United States,
but on differences between permanent communal groups. No
doubt it was hoped that in practice fresh groups would emerge,
more strongly united by common economic interests than by
communal ties, but except in the Punjab and in Bengal that hope
has been largely disappointed.

Hie difficulty of reconciling conflicting communal claims ac-
counts for much of the unhappy delay in the attainment by India
of the fully self-governing status which was already implicit in the
Declaration of 1917. It is true that the Congress party does in-
clude some members of all communities, and indeed claims to
represent India as a whole., but actually it remains a predominantly
Hindu organisation, opposed by the Moslem League, the leading
organisation of the Mohammedans. Congress includes among its
members men of widely differing political views, from big in-
dustrialists and capitalists to socialists and communists. One wing
follows Mr Gandhi in his advocacy of non-violence under all
circumstances, and another follows Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru who
believes in militant resistance to aggression. Unlike Mr Gandhi,
Pandit Nehru believes in rapid industrialisation for India, more
or less on the Russian model.

Another political organisation of importance is the Hindu
Mahasabha, which represents the special interests of orthodox
Hinduism. Mention must also be made of die relatively small
group of liberals, who, though few in number, derive their
influence from the intellectual distinction of their leaders, including
Sk/Tej Bahadur Sapra.
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